
 1 

Barış Sevi 
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EDUCATION 

University of Connecticut – Storrs, CT 
•  Ph.D. Social Psychology (2020- present)  

 
West Virginia University – Morgantown, WV 

•  M.S. Psychology – Behavioral Neuroscience (2017- 2019)  
 
Koç University – Istanbul, Turkey 

•  M.A. Social/Organizational Psychology (2015-2017) 
 

Bilkent University – Ankara, Turkey 
•  B.A. Psychology (2011-2015) 

s  Exchange student at University of Oklahoma – Norman, OK (Fall 2013) 

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 

Graduate Assistant Jan 2020- present 
University of Connecticut – Storrs, CT 
 
Graduate Assistant Aug 2017- Dec 2019 
West Virginia University  – Morgantown, WV 
 
Assistant Instructor Jan 2017- Jun 2017 
Koç University – Istanbul, Turkey 
 
Graduate Assistant Sep 2015- Jun 2017 
Koç University – Istanbul, Turkey 

RESEARCH INTERESTS 

Disease Avoidance, Individual Differences, Decision Making, Close Relationships 

HONORS AND AWARDS 

UConn Department of Psychological Sciences Pre-Doctoral Fellowship .................... 2020 
UConn Department of Psychological Sciences Travel Fund ........................................ 2020 
TÜBİTAK ULAKBIM Publication Support Program Award ......................................... 2019 
WVU Department of Psychology Graduate Student Research Fund Award ................ 2018 
SPSP Graduate Student Travel Award .......................................................................... 2018 
WVU Graduate Student Travel Award ................................................................ 2018, 2019 
Koç University Travel Fund ................................................................................. 2016, 2017 
Koç University Graduate Scholarship .................................................................. 2015-2017 
Bilkent University Honor List .............................................................................. 2011-2015 
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PUBLICATIONS 

Sakman, E., Urganci, B., & Sevi, B. (2021). Your Cheating Heart is Just Afraid of 
Ending up Alone: Fear of Being Single Mediates the Relationship between 
Attachment Anxiety and Infidelity. Personality and Individual Differences, 168, 
110366. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.paid.2020.110366 

Shook, N. J., Sevi, B., Lee, J., Oosterhoff, B., & Fitzgerald, H. N. (2020). Disease 
avoidance in the time of COVID-19: The behavioral immune system is 
associated with concern and preventative health behaviors. PLoS ONE, 15(8), 
e0238015. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0238015 

Wilson, J. M., Lee, J., Oosterhoff, B., Fitzgerald, H. N., Sevi, B., & Shook, N. J. (2020). 
Job Insecurity and Financial Concern during the COVID-19 Pandemic are 
Associated with Worse Mental Health. Journal of Occupational and 
Environmental Medicine, 62(2), 686-691. https://doi.org/10.1097/JOM. 
0000000000001962 

Sevi, B., Urganci, B., & Sakman, E. (2020). Who Cheats? An Examination of Light and 
Dark Personality Traits as Predictors of Infidelity. Personality and Individual 
Differences, 164, 110126. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.paid.2020.110126 

Sevi, B. & Dogruyol, B. (2020). Looking From the Bright Side: The Light Triad Predicts 
Tinder Use for Love. Journal of Social and Personal Relationships, 37(7), 2136-
2144. https://doi.org/10.1177/0265407520918942 

Fitzgerald, H. N., Sevi, B. & Shook, N. J. (2020). Fraudulent health claims: Further 
consideration of the role of emotions. Social Science & Medicine, 259, 112979. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2020.112979 

Pasha-Zaidi, N., Afari, E., Urganci, B., Sevi, B., & Durham, J. (2020). Investigating the 
Relationship Between Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) and Resilience: A 
Study of Undergraduate Students in Turkey. Journal of Aggression, 
Maltreatment, and Trauma. https://doi.org/10.1080/10926771.2020.1725212 

Yilmaz, O., Bahcekapili, H., Harma, M, & Sevi, B. (2020). Intergroup Tolerance Leads 
to Subjective Morality Which in Turn Is Associated With (But Does Not Lead to) 
Reduced Religiosity. Archive for the Psychology of Religion, 42(2), 232-243. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0084672419883349 

Sevi, B., Altman, N., Ford, C. G, & Shook, N. J. (2019). To Kneel or Not to Kneel: Right-
Wing Authoritarianism Predicts Attitudes Toward NFL Kneeling Protests. 
Current Psychology. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12144-019-00239-4 

Sevi, B. (2019). The dark side of Tinder: The dark triad as correlates of Tinder use. 
Journal of Individual Differences. 40(4), 242-246. https://doi.org/10.1027/1614-
0001/a000297 

Shook, N. J., Delaney, R., Strough, J., Wilson, J., Sevi, B., & Altman, N. (2019). Playing 
It Safe: Dispositional Mindfulness Partially Accounts for Age Differences in 
Health and Safety Risk-Taking Propensity. Current Psychology. https://doi.org/ 
10.1007/s12144-019-0137-3 

Sevi, B. (2018). Brief Report: Tinder Users Are Risk Takers and Have Low Sexual 
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Disgust Sensitivity. Evolutionary Psychological Science, 5(1), 104-108. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40806-018-0170-8 

Pasha-Zaidi, N., Afari, E., Sevi, B., Urganci, B., & Durham, J. (2018). The 
Responsibility of Learning: A Cross-Cultural Examination of the Relationship of 
Grit, Motivational Beliefs, and Self-Regulation Among College Students in the 
US, UAE, and Turkey. Learning Environments Research, 22(1), 83-100. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10984-018-9268-y 

Sevi, B. & Eskenazi, T. (2018). The Impact of Perceived Threat of Infectious Disease on 
the Framing Effect. Evolutionary Psychological Science, 4(3), 340-346. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40806-018-0145-9 

Sevi, B., Aral, T, & Eskenazi, T. (2017). Exploring the Hook-Up App: Low Sexual 
Disgust and High Sociosexuality Predict Motivation to Use Tinder for Casual Sex. 
Personality and Individual Differences, 133, 17-20. https://doi.org/10.1016/ 
j.paid.2017.04.053 

Tybur, J.M., Inbar, Y., Aarøe, L., Barclay, P., Barlowe, F., Barraf, M.,…Sevi, B.,… Žeželj, 
I. (2016). Parasite Stress and Pathogen Avoidance Relate to Distinct Dimensions 
of Political Ideology Across 30 Nations. Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences, 113, 12408-12413. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1607398113 

Kezer, M., Sevi, B., Cemalcilar, Z., & Baruh, L. (2016). Age differences in privacy 
attitudes, literacy and privacy management on Facebook. Cyberpsychology: 
Journal of Psychosocial Research on Cyberspace, 10(1), Article 2. 
https://doi.org/10.5817/CP2016-1-2 

CHAPTERS & ENTRIES  

Urganci, B. & Sevi, B. (2019). Infidelity Risk. In: Shackelford, T. & Weekes-
Shackelford, V. (Eds.), Encyclopedia of Evolutionary Psychological Science. 
Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-16999-6_1711-1 

Yilmaz, O., Bahçekapili, H., Sevi, B. (2019). Theory of Moral Development. In: 
Shackelford, T. & Weekes-Shackelford, V. (Eds.), Encyclopedia of Evolutionary 
Psychological Science. Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-
16999-6_171-1 

Yilmaz, O., Bahçekapili, H., Sevi, B. (2019). The Evolution Of Human Sociality. In: 
Shackelford, T. & Weekes-Shackelford, V. (Eds.), Encyclopedia of Evolutionary 
Psychological Science. Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-
16999-6_2890-1 

Bahçekapili, H., Yilmaz, O., Sevi, B. Evolutionary Perspectives on Religion. (2019). In: 
Shackelford, T. & Weekes-Shackelford, V. (Eds.), Encyclopedia of Evolutionary 
Psychological Science. Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-
16999-6_3802-1 

Bahçekapili, H., Yilmaz, O., Sevi, B. (2019). The Puzzle Of Altruism. In: Shackelford, T. 
& Weekes-Shackelford, V. (Eds.), Encyclopedia of Evolutionary Psychological 
Science. Springer, Cham. Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-
16999-6_1365-1 
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Yilmaz, O., Sevi, B., & Bahçekapili, H. (2019). Moralizing Gods And The Rise Of 
Civilization. In: Shackelford, T. & Weekes-Shackelford, V. (Eds.), Encyclopedia of 
Evolutionary Psychological Science. Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/ 
978-3-319-16999-6_3287-1 

Sevi, B. (2018). Hookup Culture. In: Shackelford, T. & Weekes-Shackelford, V. (Eds.), 
Encyclopedia of Evolutionary Psychological Science. Springer, Cham. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-16999-6_217-1 

CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS 

Sevi, B., Aral, T., & Aydinli-Karakulak, A. (2016, November). Mültecilere Karşı 
Tutumları Açıklayan Etkenler: Algılanan Hastalıklara Açık Olma Değeri ve Bilgi 
Düzeyi (Factors Explaining the Attitudes Towards Refugees: Perceived 
Vulnerability to Disease and Knowledge Level). In Proceedings of the First 
Turkish Social Psychology Congress (pp. 253–261). 

Aral, T., Sevi, B., & Aydinli-Karakulak, A. (2016, November). Göçmen ve Mültecilere 
Karşı Tutumların Yordayıcıları: İğrenme ve Gruplar Arası Kaygı (Predictors of 
Attitudes Towards Refugees and Immigrants: Disgust Sensitivity and Intergroup 
Anxiety). In Proceedings of the First Turkish Social Psychology Congress (pp. 
527–535). 

Kezer, M., Sevi, B., Cemalcilar, Z., & Baruh, L. (2016, November). Gizlilik ile İlgili 
Tutumlar ve Gizlilik Okur-Yazarlığı ile Facebook Kullanımında Kişisel Veri 
Yönetimi ile İlişkisinin Yaş Gruplarına Göre Karşılaştırılması (Age differences in 
privacy attitudes, literacy and privacy management on Facebook). In Proceedings 
of the First Turkish Social Psychology Congress (pp. 579–590). 

RESEARCH PRESENTATIONS 

Sevi, B. & Shook, N. J. (2020, February). Analytic Versus Intuitive: Exploring the 
Association between the Behavioral Immune System and Style of Thinking. 
Poster presented at the 21st annual meeting of the Society for Social and 
Personality Psychology, New Orleans, Louisiana, USA. 

Moon, J. W., Wongsomboon, V., & Sevi, B. (2020, February). Beliefs about men’s 
sexual self-control and their moral implications. Poster presented at the 21st 
annual meeting of the Society for Social and Personality Psychology: 
Evolutionary Psychology Preconference, New Orleans, Louisiana, USA. 

Yilmaz, O., Bahcekapili, H., Harma, M., & Sevi, B. (2020, February). Poster presented 
at the 21st annual meeting of the Society for Social and Personality Psychology: 
Psychology of Religion & Spirituality Preconference, New Orleans, Louisiana, 
USA. 

Moon, J. W., Wongsomboon, V., & Sevi, B. (2020, February). Stereotypes about men’s 
sexuality predict moralization of public immodesty. Paper presented at the 
Behavioural Economics, Society and Technology (BEST) Conference on Human 
Behaviour & Decision Making, Brisbane, Queensland, Australia. 

Sevi, B. & Burak, D. (2019, December). Aydınlık Kişilik Özelliklerinin Çöpçatanlık 
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Uygulaması Tinder ile İlişkisi (Relation of the Light Triad Traits with the Dating 
Application Tinder). Data blitz presentation given at the 3rd Social Psychology 
Congress, İstanbul, Turkey. 

Burak, D. & Sevi, B. (2019, December). Ahlaki Temellerin Çöpçatanlık Uygulaması 
Tinder ile İlişkisi (Relation of the Moral Foundations with the Dating Application 
Tinder). Data blitz presentation given at the 3rd Social Psychology Congress, 
İstanbul, Turkey. 

Urganci, B. & Sevi, B. (2019, December). Algılanan Partner Duyarlılığının Depresyon 
Düzeyi ile İlişkisi: Algılanan Evlilik Sonlanması Riskinin Aracı Rolü (The Relation 
Between Perceived Partner Responsiveness and Level of Depression: The 
Mediation Role on Marital Risk). Data blitz presentation given at the 3rd Social 
Psychology Congress, İstanbul, Turkey 

Anderson, S. & Sevi, B. (2019, November). Individual, Organizational, and Policy 
Barriers to Professional Development for Childcare Providers: Moderation By 
Rurality. Panel Paper presented at the 41st Annual Fall Research Conference of 
Association for Public Policy Analysis & Management, Denver, Colarado, USA. 

Sevi, B. & Shook, N. J. (2019, May). Why Not Donate, Are You Disgusted?: The 
Relation between the Emotion of Disgust and Organ Donation Attitudes. Poster 
presented at the 31st Annual Convention of Association for Psychological 
Science, Washington, D.C., USA. 

Sevi, B., Altman, N., Ford, C. G, & Shook, N. J. (2019, February). To Kneel or Not to 
Kneel: Right-Wing Authoritarianism Predicts Attitudes Toward NFL Kneeling 
Protests. Poster presented at the 20th annual meeting of the Society for Social 
and Personality Psychology, Portland, Oregon, USA. 

Sevi, B. & Shook, N. J. (2019, February) Why not donate?: The Behavioral Immune 
System and Dangerous World Beliefs Predict Organ Donation Attitudes. Poster 
presented at the 20th annual meeting of the Society for Social and Personality 
Psychology: Evolutionary Psychology Preconference Portland, Oregon, USA. 

Sevi, B. (2019, January). Elaborating on the Effect of Perceptual Disease Cues on 
Immune Markers: A Replication Study. Data blitz given at West Virginia 
University Monthly Meeting of Biomedical & Behavioral Sciences, Morgantown, 
WV, USA. 

Sevi, B. (2018, November). Çöpçatanlik Uygulamalarinin Karanlik Yüzü: Kişilik 
Özelliklerinin Karanlik Üçlüsünün Çöpçatanlik Uygulamasi Tinder ile Ilişkisi 
(The Dark Side Of Tinder: The Relation Of Dark Triad Of Personality With The 
Dating App Tinder). Oral presentation given at the 20th Turkish Psychology 
Congress, Ankara, Turkey. 

Sevi, B. (2018, November). Bekar Kalma Korkusunun Cinsel İğrenmeyi Azaltici Etkisi: 
Araci Etken Olarak Cinselliği İlişki Başlatmak İçin Kullanma (Downgrading 
Influence of Fear of Being Single on Sexual Disgust: Using Sex for Relationship 
Initiation as a Mediator). Poster presented at the 20th Turkish Psychology 
Congress, Ankara, Turkey. 

Sevi, B. & Shook, N. J. (2018, September). Why not donate?: Behavioral Immune 
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System Predicts Organ Donation Attitudes. Oral presentation given at West 
Virginia University Monthly Meeting of Biomedical & Behavioral Sciences, 
Morgantown, WV, USA. 

Sevi, B., Aral, T. & Korkmaz, A. (2018, July). Exploring the hook-up app according to 
genders: Sexual disgust and Sociosexuality as predictors of motivation to use 
Tinder for casual sex. Poster presented at the 30th annual meeting of the Human 
Behavior and Evolution Society, Amsterdam, Netherlands. 

Mutluoglu, A., Sevi, B. & Kezer, M. (2018, March). Hackers are the New Pathogens: 
Social Conservatism Mediates the Relation Between Behavioral Immune System 
and Online Privacy Attitudes. Poster presented at the 19th annual meeting of the 
Society for Social and Personality Psychology, Atlanta, Georgia, USA. 

Yilmaz, O., Bahcekapili, H., Harma, M., & Sevi, B. (2018, March) Intergroup tolerance 
predict subjective morality which in turn predicts religiosity in Turkey and USA. 
Poster presented at the 19th annual meeting of the Society for Social and 
Personality Psychology: Psychology of Religion & Spirituality Preconference, 
Atlanta, Georgia, USA. 

Sevi, B. & Eskenazi, T. (2018, March). The Dusty Frame: The Effects of Behavioral 
Immune System on the Framing Effect. Poster presented at the 19th annual 
meeting of the Society for Social and Personality Psychology, Atlanta, Georgia, 
USA. 

Aral, T. & Sevi, B. (2017, March). Ew Tinder: Disgust and Gender as an Individual 
Difference For Usage Differences Of Tinder. Poster presented at the 2nd Biennial 
International Convention of Psychological Science, Vienna, Austria. 

Sevi, B., Yilmaz, O., Bahcekapili, H., & Harma, M. (2017, January). Morality Shaping 
Religiosity: Intergroup Tolerance Leads to Subjective Morality Which in Turn 
Decreases Religiosity. Poster presented at the 18th annual meeting of the Society 
for Social and Personality Psychology, San Antonio, Texas, USA. 

Kezer, M., Sevi, B., Cemalcilar, Z., & Baruh, L. (2017, January). Age differences in 
privacy attitudes, literacy and privacy management on Facebook. Poster 
presented at the 18th annual meeting of the Society for Social and Personality 
Psychology, San Antonio, Texas, USA. 

Aral, T., Sevi, B., Aydinli-Karakulak, A., & Nigdeli, B. (2017, January). Investigating 
Attitudes towards Immigrants and Refugees: False Belief and Contact Quality as 
Two Cues. Poster presented at the 18th annual meeting of the Society for Social 
and Personality Psychology: Political Psychology Preconference, San Antonio, 
Texas, USA. 

Sevi, B., Aral, T., & Aydinli-Karakulak, A. (2016, November). Mültecilere Karşı 
Tutumları Açıklayan Etkenler: Algılanan Hastalıklara Açık Olma Değeri ve Bilgi 
Düzeyi (Factors Explaining the Attitudes Towards Refugees: Perceived 
Vulnerability to Disease and Knowledge Level). Oral presentation given at the 1st 
Social Psychology Congress, Ankara, Turkey. 

Aral, T., Sevi, B., & Aydinli-Karakulak, A. (2016, November). Göçmen ve Mültecilere 
Karşı Tutumların Yordayıcıları: İğrenme ve Gruplar Arası Kaygı (Predictors of 
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Attitudes Towards Refugees and Immigrants: Disgust Sensitivity and Intergroup 
Anxiety). Poster presented at the 1st Social Psychology Congress, Ankara, 
Turkey.  

Kezer, M., Sevi, B., Cemalcilar, Z., & Baruh, L. (2016, November). Gizlilik ile İlgili 
Tutumlar ve Gizlilik Okur-Yazarlığı ile Facebook Kullanımında Kişisel Veri 
Yönetimi ile İlişkisinin Yaş Gruplarına Göre Karşılaştırılması (Age differences in 
privacy attitudes, literacy and privacy management on Facebook). Poster 
presented at the 1st Social Psychology Congress, Ankara, Turkey. 

Sevi, B. & Allen, J. W. P. (2016, September). Dini Sembollerin Özsaygı Üzerindeki 
Etkisi (Effects of religios symbols on self-esteem). Poster presented at the 19th 
Turkish Psychology Congress, Izmir, Turkey. 

Sevi, B. (2014, June). Teolojik inançların akademik hayata etkileri (Effects of 
theological beliefs in the academic environment). Poster presented at the 19th 
Turkish Psychology Students Congress, Samsun, Turkey. 

TEACHING 

Teaching Assistant 
• General Psychology (University of Connecticut) ................................. Fall 2020 
• Psychology (Koç University) ............................................................ Spring 2017 
• Issues in Psychology (Koç University) ............................................. Spring 2016 
• Social Psychology (Koç University) ..................................... Fall 2015, Fall 2016 

Guest Lecturer 
• Human Bonding (Cornell University) ......................................... Summer 2020 

AD HOC REVIEWER 

Body Image 
British Journal of Social Psychology 
Cyberpsychology, Behavior, and Social Networking 
Current Psychology 
Evolutionary Psychological Science 
Journal of Individual Differences 
Journal of Social and Personal Relationships 
Journal of Theoretical Social Psychology 
Media Psychology 
New Ideas in Psychology 
Personality and Individual Differences 
PLoS ONE 
Psychological Reports 
Social Sciences & Humanities Open 
Social Science & Medicine 
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SERVICE 

WVU Psychology Department, Welness Committee .................................................... 2019 
WVU Psychology Department, Capstone Poster Session Reviewer ................... 2017, 2019 
SPSP, Undergraduate Student Poster Award, Reviewer ............................................... 2018 

WORKSHOPS & TRAININGS 

Theory and Practice of Bayesian Inference Using JASP .............................................. 2020 
• Webinar presented by Alexander Etz, Irvine Julia Haaf, & Johnny van Doorn 

Virtual Event-Related Potential Boot Camp ................................................................ 2020 
• "Introduction to ERPs" by Steve Luck & Emily Kappenman 

APS Webinar: "The Basics of Peer Review" ................................................................. 2020 
SPSP Summer Institute for Social and Personality Psychology ................................... 2019 

• “Moral Psychology” course given by Paul Bloom & Azim Shariff  
• "Practical Best Practies for Psychological Science" workshop given by Alison 

Ledgerwood 
 


